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On Junto~ 18, 1981 at c:pprox.i;~·ately 10:00 AV., the o.~t.ario Project expeder,ced 

a ~li.J;e sp:iJ] frcrn t2le tailings line :Lnto Silver Creek. The four inch Drisc-op'ipe 

hne ·nc;d b::>:•n ca~·.:;l)(."<'i in two 1cx:at:icns. 'JTne pucturt'o-d pipe -..'C.S north of Park 

Ci t.y y,1Jere t.he t-1onroc cenent pJ a1t used to be 1 o.::.ated. The line ,..as aarnaged by 

a o:.>nl.Jdclor, P.S. J\.<:>sociates. Fra-n exCJ-rLining U1e site of the spill it appo2c.r~ 

tJ-;.,=;t. th<2 CDJlL·acl.cr y,·as going to chvert th:= Silver Creek over to the area ne>."t 

to the railHx'ld \...1 dC'}.s. The reason for divei-ling the creek '-'"2S tecau..c:;e of .::.:vcl­

Ol:m .. =:nt. 'file cr-.:-~k ·,.,;;,s lo be pJ (j0.:.-,:1 hack int.o its original rosi tion. 

D..Jsty .D:~sLra:T~J.'JC was notifiE:."'j by Bob Rjchardson that the Ontano Project's 

Jine L':ld b.x~~ di1:~•0J']L~ e1nd -...-as spiJling into Silver Creek. Dusty inned:iateJy 

shut c.3own t .. he sdndfl 1 1 OJX:r<:it :i o:-15 a~·H:3 wc-r-.t to inspect the dan·.ages. B.".>'o H~ c1~u1U.<>m 

hac tr:·en cal)c-d by the ccntractor and lold tlJat the line had 'L12en stn1ck by I. ht2.­

bucket of t.he backhoe. 

B..--::b Ri chanison and myself in5;p?Cted and pr.olo:;rc.phed the l>-:o breaks and tht: 

spill. 

At app:-oxiJlo3tely 1: 30 PH l co:Jtac:ted the Uta...., State Division of Hea] th, 

I:crl."u tJrr:::r,t. o.f Soho v:c:ste t-1ar.<Jg<::,.,.::.r;,t, c ... '1c 1_;:,lked to I'cnras D:,.·<r.s. 1 gave f>.:.."'nis 

tl-1C f.a'.-tJC"·..:..:ar·s of tr;e Splll C.S O".:'.Ll.t:C 1r the ot~;,r},!:d coc..;.;ICllt.. proce,:'Ju··e_i?"!a 

D.~ :-L~:~:t._o_::y ___ ~~r-~:.=-!'!!lin£__Q_f_ g1) __ cr~ci !~,-._::.<cJ (;'" ... '; '·'.:_i • n <:>). _,"j:'c:JJ.s F•_j.J_tc.h. The: :-..:.sr:o:-5e 

L'1at I !CC12l\.'C.>d 'v-.'25 that i::.c:caus.:: tilCTC ''"25 not a.!"l}" r:;o:'<r.:'bu:.; h'c!SLe.s ir. the ~pill, 

the r(-'j.'Ju_"t:.r:.>nt of Solia ~-:ast.e :-'.d.r.dq.::~r.t c:..c r.ot feel t.he llC':ed to i:)C'(""'J'€ involvce. 

:-1r. :::.o·...:ns .• ,.,s ~c.';.n:;. to for ... -ord t.nc 1n:or:~.::,t..:;_o:-. on to the bureau of \·:ater Pol­

l'lltlor: Control. Tnat ccr . .art:~E.:r:t :~a:r· wc-..-,t to cc..rt dct t.JJE:' O:ltc.rio Project for 

fw·tJ-~er info:T".:::tlon. 

The fed::r.11 F?A, FJoyd .K~dlcJ:s, "''as r.ctl.fiee and t......,c1r resp.J;-.se w-as ''Had tl1e 

St.a:.e of Utah i.:t<m caJtccted?" a.•d s1:1ce tilE. .st.aLe had ix.-en r.ot1fJed, the fc .... Jeral 

p20ple ·.ven:: sat.).Stied. 
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T ,v·:.· n.-.·tc..O G-:-li)' :-:_;..-:tin t:"'·ice during the cay t.o up:3ate the situation and Allen 

C:•."·r u.~,n 1 cXJ~. ~;chr.? ph:)tographs to t_he laWJ•ers in SLC so that they were kept abreast. 

It .:s ,.,.;t iJ;Lc,1 .,"\) tJ:at. tJle sl ijft~S "-'(::re discharging from tf1e tailings line for 

. ·--> ( 'f • : < ',oj.; ~,..,_:! c~ taken on U--e day of the sp.i 11 and one "-'t::ek later. 

/~ :;.~..:''<'1<: ... ·.!s <_::.,1],~ ;,-d of tb:? <,ctual s.l..ij1ES that were spilled. Both "-':Lll be 

,:.;.,J~::.· ... ~- ."~:!C ····:' <:r '"'-::::1_)1cs wi .11 ix~ assayed for Total Susp.?ndea Solids, Total 

'•'SUlt~;; .H,~ oLL-i!.~ thc..'J' \o.'i.U be kept on file in t.rlt? rill office. 

The r:stirreted dist.ar.ce that the sl:i.rres trave1ed \o.'as 7, 500-8,000 feet. 

tr.u ~!i'J th~ Li.I;C ~.hat I ta}ked to the fc:deral a..r1d state p20ple, nothing was 

. t :. 1 : ;,: ,] •. ~ .• -·nt nr:: Ont ctrio .Pn;ject hwing to clean up the spill nor reporting 

_/7 ~ / f.-l----
1\. "~\ ~~-' ,,'::~ I ____ .. ---r: ---- --

R _ff_ zbebs · 
r-ti.n supenntenoe.•t 


